Welcome r¥boarnd!

USS COMPASS ISLAND
(AG-153)



Although not as well known as some of the more glam-
orous fighting ships of the U.S. Navy, COMPASS ISLAND
has played and continues to play a vital role in the Fleet
Ballistic Missile Program (Polaris). Without the work of
COMPASS ISLAND, there would have been no Polaris or
Poseidon systems. This ship was commissioned into the
Naval Service to assist in the development and evaluation
of navigation systems that are entirely independent of
shore based aids. The navigational systems which are
currently installed in our Polaris submarines have been
tested and evaluated on board COMPASS ISLAND. To-
gether with representatives of the U.S. Naval Applied
Science Laboratory and representatives of defense con-
tractors, the officers and men of COMPASS ISLAND form
a unique Navy development team. All hands on board
contribute to this program in one way or another and each
one willingly “pulls his weight in the boat.” All are mindful
of the importance of the job and press forward with
dedication and determination. Our almost unbelievably
accurate navigational systems are evidence of our success.
All are proud to be a part of the Polaris and Poseidon teams.

We are very happy to have you visit on board with us
so that you can see at first hand what we are doing.

JOSEPH E. BONDS
Captain, USN
Commanding Officer






